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They doe goe all naked savinge the mens privities, covered
with the barke of a gourde, and the womens privities with the
leaf or haire of a Adalmita tree.
Note.
They doe honor for their god, a devill which speaketh to them
somtime in likenes of a Caulf.
[f. 5] There are to be seene many times about the barre of St.
Maries fire dragons1, which make the ayre very red as they flye,
but they doe neyther move tempest nor other hurte to his know-
ledge.
*                                      Note.
Divers men have many wives, some to the number of ten, and
some more and some lesse. And yf any, eyther the men or
women abuse eche other by incontinencye, thoffenders therein,
are in this maner corrected. They lie both flatt on their backes,
and their handes and legges being holde or tyed, the execucioner
commeth and kneeleth on their breastes, and with a crooked
knife cutteth both their throtes To which execucon this Re-
porter was an eye wytnes.
Howe you must behave your self to their kinges.
At your first approchinge neere them, kneele doune on both
your knees and then aryse againe, and come somwhat neerer
within your length then kneele againe as you did before. Then
take of the earthe betweene both your handes, kyssing your
handes on the backe2 of eche of them, and putt the earthe or
grasse on the crowne of your heades, and so come and kysse the
kinges foote kneelinge [which] circumstaunce being ended, you
may come and taulke with him without farther ceremonye.
The order of Choosinge their kinges in some places where this
Reporter had travelled.
They have a lonnge red stone by estimacion as longe and as
broade as a mans hande, which they call a Rubarbe. Which this
Reporter thought to be a Rubye, in the ende of which is a hole,
wherein they putt a stringe, and hange it about the necke of him,
1 *fyrye dragones'. Calthorpe MS. 162, f. i6iv.
2 'backe sides*. Calthorpe MS. 163, f. 162.